AP Literature & Composition

LeeKeenan


Below are five passages, which deal with the roles of the younger generation in society. Examine each passage and consider what the style and point of view reveal about the speaker. Guess the age, occupation, and primary interest of the speaker in each case.  Write down your answers under each passage.

a. They [the young] have money in their pockets, and therefore are more courted, more publicized, and more presumptuous. But the only new factors which seem to me to introduce any real novelty into their situation are the scientific aids, from records to contraceptives, from travel to LSD, which provide both the temptation and the opportunity to satisfy, far more fully than before, the desire for immediate experience which is the source of the young’s impatience

b. Not better, but very different. I don’t get any Brownie points for growing up in the affluent era, and I’m not putting down my own father and mother. They’re beautiful. I might have done the same as most parents did if I’d been in their shoes. What matters is that the two generations tend to act in opposite ways.

C. In contrast, the period of adolescence in Western culture is more complex and more beset by problems. This complexity is due in part to lack of emancipation from parents, vocational dependence and extension of training, sex restrictions and taboos, and inferior status. However, it is recognized that the ease or difficulty of the transition from childhood through adolescence into adulthood is a function of the amount of facilitation the culture offers to the individual who is going through the transitional period.

d. Burning a bank is not the same as putting the banks and their system out of business. To do that, millions of people in this country will first have to wake up to the real source of their misery.  The action in Santa Barbara, a community which has seen its environment destroyed by corporate greed, might spark that awakening. If it does, the students who burned the Bank of America in Santa Barbara will have done more to save the environment than all the “Survival Fairs" and ''Earth Day Teach-Ins'' put together.

e. All right, I know what you're thinking: Another crew cut apologist for the establishment. Right? Wrong. I’ve got the kind of long frazzled hair that drives the straights right up against the wall. I’m an art major. And I’m with the movement. I mean, like, the Vietnam Center at Carbondale has got to go. But I’m interested in defending human values and not just out to groove with hostility freaks such as the Weathermen.

